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PRESS RELEASE

TOLERATE Project Advances Research in Developing Innovative
Bioproducts for Drought Tolerance and Sustainable Agriculture and
Announces Leadership Transition

e Enhancing soil resilience and fostering sustainable bioproducts: Research on engineered
microbiomes is exploring their potential to improve crop resistance to drought and create
industrial opportunities for eco-friendly bio-augmentation solutions and bio-stimulants.

e TOLERATE Project Announces Coordination Transition to DTU, ensuring continuity and
strengthening research efforts.

Madrid, Spain — April 15th, 2025 - The Tolerate EU Project marks its first anniversary with significant
progress that could shape the future of agriculture and climate change mitigation. Over the past year, the
project team has advanced its research into the DNA of ancient bacteria living in symbiosis with Arctic
plants, aiming to understand how they contributed to plant adaptation during abrupt climatic changes and
how to apply these advantageous traits for today’s agriculture. These insights hold promise for improving
drought and pollutant tolerance in modern crops. Additionally, the project has opened new industrial
opportunities for developing innovative bioproducts to support more sustainable agricultural practices.

The first year of this pioneering initiative concluded with the Second Progress Meeting, held in Madrid.
Representatives from the consortium’s partner organizations gathered to share preliminary results and
outline strategic plans for 2025.

Key preliminary outcomes included:

o Identification of Drought Stress-Adaptive Genes: Specific genes suitable for genetic
engineering and related to water stress resistance, such as LEA proteins, have been identified
from ancient DNA samples and selected for further testing in engineered soil-associated bacteria
and crops.

o Bioaugmentation Strategies for Soil Health: Initial trials suggest that engineered rhizosphere
bacteria could enhance plant resilience to environmental stressors.

o Development of Scalable Bioproducts: Research on microbial-derived compounds indicates
potential applications in bio-stimulants for agriculture and biopolymers for chemical industries,
with the aim of reaching large-scale production of the most promising biomolecules.
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During the meeting, KYPRIAKO IDRYMA EREVNON GIA TI MYIKI DISTROFIA (CING) expressed its
willingness to step down as coordinator and continue as a beneficiary of the project. Following this
decision, the consortium invited Danmarks Tekniske Universitet (Technical University of Denmark, DTU) to
assume the coordination role. The request for this transition was formally endorsed by all consortium
members and is currently in the process of being officially validated, pending the formal acceptance of the
proposed amendment by the European Commission.

For more information please contact:
Ms. Annita Poupazi - Project Manager: annitap@cing.ac.cy

Josefina Trecco — Communication Manager josefina.trecco@contactica.es
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